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Pr inrarv l {csponsi l r i l i t r ,

I t  is  : l  l i t t le  hard to  bel icvc,  t ru t  the t inre to  t i le  lcg is la t ion tbr  the 2005 sess ion o l ' thc
Nl issour i  Genera l  Assembl f  is  r ight  around the corncr .  Star t ing in  Dccember,  hurrdrer ls  o l '
I Iouse at t t l  Set ta te b i l ls  rv i l l  be t i led bv S| issour i 's  nerv c lass of  197 lcg is la tors .  ; \ rn i t l  a l l  the
I tervspapcr  l teadl incs t l ta t  i t re  bound to be rvr i t tcn about  th is  novel  idea or  thr r t
co l l t rovcrs ia l  ; r ropos: t l .  i t  is  e : ts1 ' tu  lusc s ight  o t ' t l re  l i rc t  t l r : r t  (he leg is la turc  rc l l ly  l r i rs  op l r
one  c l t t t v  t h t t  ou r  S ta fe  ( ' o r t s t i t u t i o r r  n r l l r d l t cs  nc  r r r r r s t ; t c r l o r r r r .

A l tv  guesses as to  w'hat  that  o l re  dutv  nr ight  be? I 'uss ing nc\ \ '  lu* 's? I t  current lv
takes l5  vo lumcs of  s tatute bot tks to  pr in t  a l l  the la lvs passecl  s ince Nl issour i  becanrc a
State. Nlost people rvould survive another year just l ine i f  no ncrv larvs rvere ;rassed"

The one dutv that thc legislature is required to perlbrrn to keep the State frorrr
cotning to a grinding halt is passing a budget. In lact, spencling the State's nlonev is onc of
the rnain sources of porver granted to the legislaturc by the Nlissouri Constitut ion. It  is
ol len said that the legislature controls the "purse str irrgs" ancl norvhere is this "1)t l t 'er ol '
t l re Jlurse" more cvident than in the annual pi lgrinrage that dc'partment heatls l i 'onr the
executive branch must make to the State Capitol to requcst dollars to run thcir agcncics lor
another year. NIore than one bureaucrat has lbund hinrself in the "hot seat" as lcgislators
gri l l  him or her rvith questions about horv money is rvasted or policies are treing carriecl out.

Nl issour i 's  budget  co l t t inues to  grorv arrc l  is  J l ro . icc fcc l  to  be rvc l l  over  $19 b i l t ion ner t
I 'c l r .  \ 'o t t  n t ight  l i l rd  i t  in terest ing to  knou' the r r ra in  sourccs o l 'our  State 's  revenuc.  One
ol ' thc largest  sot t rces is  thc State incolne t : lx  t l ra t  accounts lor  25, '1 ,  o t '  thc budgct .  ' l ' t rc

State sa les fax: tcet l t tn ts  l i l l '10 'X, . :urd thc grrs  t i r r  i rccorur ts  lbr  l r ro t l rcr  8 '2 , .  l lo* ,evcr .  l r 'hat
l l ' l i l v  co l l le  as a s t l t ' l ) r ise is  that  thc State 's  b iggcst  s ing le source o l ' rcvcnue is  t l rc  ledera l
govern l r lent  r t ' i t l t  ovcr  $7 b i l l ion,  or  around 37 '%, ot '  our  budget  conr ing l i 'onr  Washington,
D.C.  Nlost  o l ' th is  nrone) ' is  earmarked lbr  spcc i l ic  uses l ikc  h ighrvays ancl  N{edica id.  I t
tnat '  also surprise sonre to learn that lottery :rnd garnbling t 'unds only account lbr arouncl
8%, ol ' the s4.7 bi l l ion Nlissouri spencls on elenrentarv education.

Div id ing up a $19 b i l l ion dol lar  budgct  is  no s inrp le task but  i t  is  one that  our  Statc
Constitut ion rviselv gi l 'es to the people's clccfed re;rresentatives. T'he requirement that
ofl icers of the executive lrranch must subrnit requests lbr lrerv f irrrding each ye:rr to the
legislature is one of the bri l l iant "checks and balances" tvoven into our sl 'stenr ol '
government.

If  1'ou have questions or comnrents about this or any otlrer issue, t 'eel l i 'ee to contact
nre tt :  573-751-8793 or by e-rnail  at: deltrertscott@serrate.state.nro.us


